FRIENDS OF NORTHERN NEVADA ADULT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES CEMETERY

Cemetery Research Reference Material
Updated May 11, 2009 

This is a partial research list relating primarily to the cemetery boundary and major cemetery historic events.  This list is not comprehensive and does not include extensive burial/patient information.

MAPS

Nevada State Hospital Grounds; April 1, 1950. (State Archives Map-0379).
CO Aborative Design Studio Drawing A1.0, State of Nevada, Department of Agriculture, New Headquarters and Laboratory Building, Proposed Site Plan; August 2007.
Lundahl & Associates Proposed Site Plan Sheet A1.0; October 26, 2006.
USGS Aerial Photos; 1939, 1946, 1954, 1959, 1963, 1970, 1999 (may be Dept. of Agriculture, Soils Conservation Service).
Proposed Overall Site Plan, Sheet A1.0, Peter Grove; October 16, 2008.
Washoe County Assessor’s Map, Portions of the NE ¼ of Section 7 & the NW ¼ of Section 8, T19N – R20E; July 10, 2006.
Grave Relocation Sketch, City of Sparks/Public Works; Por. SE ¼, NE ¼, Sec. 7, T.19N., R.20E., M.D.M.; September 1977.
Various map excerpts (most undated); as contained in the Art Melders’ file acquired from NNAMHS (information provided may have been selective and redacted).
Record of Survey for Nevada Mental Health Institute (re: easements granted to the State of Nevada), Longfield Engineering, 2/1976 (1 page), File No. 400106, Washoe Co. Recorder S941.

Record of Survey for Northern Nevada Mental Health System, Castle Land Surveying, 12/30/2008 (1 page), File No. 3330918, Washoe Co. Recorder S4663.
Record of Survey Defining Lands of the Nevada State Hospital, Longfield Engineering, 11/25/1964 (2 pages), File No. 13623; Washoe Co. Recorder S521 and S521A.
Amended Record of Survey Defining Lands of the Nevada State Hospital, Longfield Engineering, 5/24/1968 (1 page), File No. 116007; Washoe Co. Recorder S615. 

Plat of Pinon Park, R. McLean, 10/18/1963.

Map from Art Melders’ file, with skull and bones drawn on 1976 Assessor’s Map, indicating the location of two cemeteries, including one in the NW corner of the hospital property near the RR tracks.

Northern Nevada Adult Mental Health Institute Cemetery Location, shown over 2008 aerial photo.   Prepared by Division of State Lands 3/4/09.

DOCUMENTS/LETTERS RELATING TO CEMETERY

Art Melders’ Folder contents sent by Lisa Echan.  
· Page 28, Survey of the Nevada Hospital for Mental Diseases, (No date was on the copy sent, but this was from Bulletin, No. 10, 1950.)  We had this already in our research since it stated for a fact that “There are two cemeteries on the Hospital grounds.”

· Nevada’s Treatment of the Mentally Ill, 1882-1961, from the Nevada Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. XXII, No. 2, Summer 1979

· 1949 Laws of Nevada

· Report of Superintendent of the Nevada State Hospital for the period July 1, 1952, to June 30, 1954, Inclusive

· Biennial Report, Reno, Nevada, January 2, 1905

· Small Cemetery Burial List

· Cover Letter from Art Melders to LaQueta Armstrong confirming Art Melders conducted research on the old cemetery, and acknowledging that remains were unearthed when 21st Street was constructed.
· Cover Letter from Dave Hansen to Carlos Brandenburg, Administrator attaching:

· Assessor’s Map of 7/20/76, with skull and bones.  According to the Assessor’s Office, these are not part of the map on file.  Skull and bones indicate two cemeteries, including one in the NW corner of hospital property near the RR tracks, which was confirmed by hospital employees.
· Aerial Photo, no date

· Burial List for Small Cemetery

· USGS Map 7/1/82

· Two Aerial Photos 9/11/99

· Three Cemetery Photos with Grave Markers

· Aerial Photo 11-63

· Sketch of Grave Relocation, Sept. 1977

· Report of Superintendent July 1, 1944 to June 30, 1946, Inclusive

· Drawing showing Fire Station, Park, partial Cemetery, ball park

· Report of Nevada State Hospital July 1, 1952-June 30, 1953

· Cover Letter from Dave Hansen to Carlos Brandenburg, Administrator attaching:

· Map showing building locations in 1972

· Map A2 which does not show the cemetery at all

· GPR locating 32 grave sites at Small Cemetery and cost analysis of disinterment, cremation.  This does not mention reburial.

· NRS:  Chapter 451 – Dead Bodies

· Hershenow & Klippenstein Architects Drawing A-020 showing placement of new Ag. Bldg., cemetery in lower area with photos of small cemetery.

MISC. NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

NSJ=Nevada State Journal


REG=Reno Evening Gazette

“Obsolete and Decayed,” NSJ, 1/26/1945
“Old Graves Unearthed at Institute”, REG, 1977

Patient death notices/obits and background articles from various newspaper articles.  

News Articles compiled by Sue Silver regarding Pinion Park:

· NSJ, 8/18/1959 (Sparks Gets Park Site)
· NSJ, 10/15/1959 (Name the Park Contest)
· REG, 10/16/1959 (Founding Park Community Effort) 

· REG, 2/19/1960 (Sprinkler Layout)
· REG, 4/6/1960 (Actions by Sparks Recreation Commission)
· REG, 4/8/1960 (Estimates for fencing)
· REG, 5/10/1960 (Fencing/Bid from Tholl Fence)
· REG, 5/25/1960 (Playground equipment installed)
· NSJ, 12/9/1960 (Sparks Program for Recreation gets Big Boost)
· NSJ, 3/24/1961 (Engineering Dept. locations/maps)
· REG, 2/13/1964 (Enlarging park for baseball field)
· REG, 10/30/1968 (Volunteers start construction, dig trenches)
· NSJ, 11/10/1968 (Completed Landscape/Irrigation/Laid 300 yards topsoil)
· REG 1/17/1975 (Park Fate Goes Before Planners-State offers 21 acres)

Photo of dedication of Pinion Park, REG, 10/23/1959
Photo of Park; “No Longer Without a Name is Pinon (sp) Park”, REG 12/17/1959

“State Hospital Has Seen Years of Difficulty”, NSJ, 1/25/1953

“Nevada’s Mental Hospital Has Reached Success Only After Years of Difficulty, Shortages and Hardship,” NSJ, 1/25/1953

“Old Cemetery in Sparks Long Closed is Recalled With Widening of Road,” REG, 1/20/1954

“19 Coffins Buried Again,” NSJ, 9/30/1977
“Mental Health Center Project Could Affect Old Graveyard,” RGJ, no date, but refers to 2005-07 budget.

“$20,000 Park for Reno and Sparks,” REG, 1/31/1905.  Described plans for “building a magnificent park on the asylum land (35 acres) with 5,000 trees, fountains, immense flower beds, a steam launch in a lake, track, baseball diamond, toboggan slide and other attractions.

MISC. LETTERS/REPORTS/ARTICLES
Bulletin No. 10, Survey of the Nevada Hospital for Mental Disease, 12/1950 (says small cemetery has 18 burials)

Bulletin No. 26, Analysis of Appropriations by the Nevada Legislature, 8/1955 (references the State Hospital Survey)

Items related to the ditch:

· Letter from Gray Mashburn, AG, to Governor Carville, 9/27/39

· Letter from Robert Allen, State Highway Engineer, to Commissioners of Hospital for Mental Diseases, 12/29/39

· Notes Telephone Conversation 6/27/45, J.L. Hancock, Division Engineer, and Robert A. Allen, State Highway Engineer

· 8/11/1945, letter from R.E. Wyman, Superintendent, to Governor Vail Pittman

· 9/15/45, letter from Alan Bible, AG, to Vail Pittman, while Acting Governor.

· 10/20/1945, letter from Mayor Fodrin to Allan (sp) Bible

· Extract of Minutes of meeting 7/5/45

· Isbell Construction Company invoice dated 7/13/45, with notes

· Isbell Construction Company invoice dated 7/13/45, without notes

· Isbell Construction Company invoice dated 7/15/45

· Extract of Minutes of Meeting 8/7/45

· Extract of Minutes of Meeting 8/15/45

· 10/22/45, letter from Alan Bible to Vail Pittman, Acting Gov.

· 10/26/45, Extract from Minutes of Meeting

· Extract of Minutes of Meeting 11/24/45

· Notice of Meeting of Members of Sullivan and Kelly Ditch Co.

· 1/7/46, letter from Mayor Fodrin to Vail Pittman, Gov.

· 1/12/46, letter from Vail Pittman, Gov., to Mayor Fodrin

· 1/15/46, letter from H.R. Cook, Attorney, to Vail Pittman, Gov.

· 1/16/46, letter from Mrs. Robert Hawkins, to Vail Pittman

· 5/24/46, letter from Alan Bible to Vail Pittman, Acting Gov.

· Minutes of Meeting of Board of Commissioners for Nevada Hospital for Mental Diseases

· Minutes of Joint Meeting of Old Board for Nevada Hospital for Mental Diseases and Present Board of Commissioners for Nevada Hospital for Mental Diseases, Gov-0121, #21

· News Articles Related to Ditch:

· REG, 6/12/1945 (Paving plan opposed, new ditch)
· REG, 6/26/1945 (Ditch problem faces Sparks)
· NSJ, 7/10/1945 (Sparks ditch troubles end/pipe installed)
· REG, 7/2/1945 (Change channel to divert water) 
· REG 7/10/1945 (Flood diversion work)
· NSJ, 9/11/1945 (Sparks money shortage)
· NSJ, 10/23/1945 (Sparks sewer installation)
· NSJ, 7/15/1947 (Sewer project)
· RGJ, 7/6/1945 (Diversion/paving)
· REG, 6/9/1914 (Father Horgan of Holy Cross purchased stock in a ditch to have water pumped to Holy Cross cemetery)
· REG, 7/17/1879 (State acquisition of ditch)
Board of Commissioners of the Nevada State Hospital First Meeting Presided Over by Governor Vail Pittman, 8/1/45, “A new nicely fenced graveyard has been provided.  The Board and Superintendent has assured proper burial services.”

Charities, Hospitals and Mental Institutions, Gov-0145 #21.  Prepare New Cemetery (1947-1949) $2,000.  “It is proposed to prepare a new cemetery plot, work consisting of ground preparation, installing water lines, planting grass and shrubs, and the construction of a steel fence encircling the plot.”

Report of the Commissioners for the Care of the Indigent Insane, 1893, Appendix to Journals of Senate & Assembly

Report of the Commissioners for the Care of the Indigent Insane, 1895, Appendix to Journals of Senate & Assembly

Report of Superintendent of the Nevada Insane Asylum, 1891, Volume of Biennial Reports to the Legislature

UNLV “Mental Health Problems and Needs in Nevada”

http://www.unlv.edu/centers/cdclv/healthnv/mentalhealth.html
“The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft”, Volume 25, Settlements, pg. 84

William Thorrington
Little Town on the Truckee: Reno 1868-1900, John M. Townley, page 151
Uncovering Archaeology, Dennis Cassinelli, pages 1-5

The Georgia Story:  How to Successful Restore a State Hospital Cemetery,

by Larry Fricks

Lease between the City of Sparks, Lessee, and Nevada State Hospital, Lessor, dated Sept. 10, 1959

Minutes of Nevada Department of Agriculture for meetings December 5, 2006, in Las Vegas.  Minutes are online on Department of Agriculture website.  See comments by Mr. Grabski re:  Building orientation, grave removal.  (Paupers reference and reason for reorienting building due to need for legislative approval.)  
NEWS ARTICLES RE:  ASYLUM

· Weekly Reno Gazette, 2/20/1878 (The Bill Started)

· Wkly NSJ, 12/24/1881 (The State Insane Asylum)

· NSJ, 2/2/1882 (Background of hospital & report)

· Daily NSJ, 8/8/1882 (trip to new asylum)

· Wkly NSJ, 11/4/1882 (Our Insane)
· Wkly NSJ 12/30/1882 (Our Insane People)

· Daily NSJ, 1/6/1883 (Gov. Kinkhead’s remarks)

· Daily NSJ, 2/2/1883 (Background of hospital & report)

· REG, 11/9/1883 (Asylum Matters-charges filed-Mrs. Glassett beaten)

· NSJ, 12/21/1883 (A Good Scheme-Ditch) 

· Wkly NSJ, 3/1/1884 (1883 Annual Report)

· NSJ, 3/11/1884 (Mrs. Alf Doten Trip)

· NSJ, 2/26/1885 (Insane Asylum Investigation – Ditch)

· REG, 5/14/1887 (Asylum investigation & re burials)

· Daily NSJ, 5/19/1889 (Bechtel’s Rpt. Re: Robert Hope/Cemetery)

· Daily NSJ, 2/15/1891 (Report of Hospital)

· REG, 12/24/1891 (Description of Hospital and photo)

· Weekly Gazette and Stockman, 1/6/1897 (Charges against the Superintendent—no funerals permitted during day)

· Weekly Gazette and Stockman, 6/10/1897 (Charges groundless, but others matters remain-erection of dead-house/violent deaths)

· REG, 12/20/1902, (cemetery, “he has fitted up a God’s acre”)

· REG, 2/15/1905 (Superintendent Gibson’s Biennial Report for 1903-1904)

· Daily NSJ, 2/16/1905 (Dr. Gibson’s First Report)

· REG, 7/25/1906 (Deplorable Situation at the Asylum)

· NSJ, 1/21/1908 (Wm. Fadding-first patient dies)

· REG, 4/22/1910 (Charges against head of asylum)

· REG, 2/20/1911 (Sup’r Report-Statistics)

· REG, 3/18/1911 (Changes in Grounds)
· REG, 3/16/1914 (De Lunatico Inquirendens)
· REG, 8/15/1919 (Visit other hospitals)
· NSJ, 1/25/1953 (State Hospital conditions/investigations-long article/photo)

· REG, 1/20/1954 (Cemetery)
U.S. CENSUS DATA

1870 - Woodbridge, San Joaquin Co., California

1880 - Woodbridge, San Joaquin Co., California

1900 - Sparks, Washoe Co., Nevada

1910 - Sparks, Washoe Co., Nevada

1920 - Sparks, Washoe Co., Nevada

1930 - Sparks, Washoe Co., Nevada

WEBSITES/SOURCES
http://www.usgwarchives.net/nv/washoe/photos/tombstones/mental/mental.html
(Page by Gerry Perry; includes photos contributed by Bob Berrington)

Nevada Tombstone Transcription Project; Gerry Perry

http://files.usgwarchives.net/nv/washoe/cemeteries/mentaldeathalpha.txt
Main TTP webpage:
http://www.usgwtombstones.org/nevada/nevada.html
Ancestry.com (www.ancestry.com)

Rootsweb.com (www.rootsweb.com)

San Francisco Genealogy (www.sfgenealogy.org)

Genealogy Bank (www.genealogybank.com)

Utah Digital Newspapers (www.digitalnewspapers.org)

San Francisco Newspapers (http://cbsr.tabbec.com/)

NPS: Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System (http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm)

Newspaper Abstracts (http://www.newspaperabstracts.com/index.php)

www.onlinenevada.org
Susan Kirby, Elizabeth Chapter of the Daughters of American Pioneers
California State University

UC Berkeley

Bancroft Library

UNR
UNLV

Nevada State Library and Archives
Nevada Historical Society

Washoe County Library
Interviews with State Employees

Interviews with Family Members

Death Certificates

City of Sparks

Washoe County Coroner’s Office

Walton’s Funeral Home

Ross Knobel

Sparks Police Department
Nevada Legislature Research Library
Legislative Journals, Bulletins

Catholic Church Canon Law Attorney Rob Graffio
Reno Diocese of the Catholic Church

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Veterans Administration

Environmental Protection Agency

Washoe County Recorder

Reno/Sparks Indian Colony

Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks of the West
Bureau of Indian Affairs

State Historic Preservation Office

Research provided by:
Friends of Northern Nevada Adult Mental Health Services Cemetery, a Nevada nonprofit corporation.



Board of Directors and Consultants:

Carolyn Mirich, President

Scott Borchert (Great-Grandson of Cora Wilcox Clark/Borchert Family Representative)

Bob Berrington (Photography) 

Larry Nicodemus (Family/Researcher/Grants)

Lorraine Hermiston (Family/Researcher)

Dennis Cassinelli (Author/Cassinelli Landscaping and Construction)

Sue Silver (Cemetery Preservationist, Advocate and Local Historian).

Liz McKinnell (Graphic Design)

Hayley Mirich (Editing)

David Davis (Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, General William Passmore Carin Camp 25)

Susan Kirby (Elizabeth Chapter of Daughters of American Pioneers)

Gerry Perry (Manager of Nevada Tombstone Project)

Elinor Berger (Researcher)
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