
Thank you from Friends and Families  

to all who supported and worked  

on behalf of the memory of the 

former patients  

who rest in this cemetery 
 

Thank you first and foremost to the taxpayers of the State of Nevada, without whom this 

historic cemetery would have continued to decay. 

Our Thanks to: 

 

Governor Jim Gibbons, for signing 

SB 256 

 

Dr. Harold Cook, Administrator, 

Division of Health and Developmental 

Services, under whose watch this 

cemetery was restored to a respectful 

place of rest.  

 

 Rosalyne Reynolds, Cody 

Phinney, Lisa Echan, Tanya 

Benitez, LaQueta Armstrong, Art 

Melders, and all other staff 

 

Mayor Geno Martini, Adam 

Mayberry, and the staff at the City of 

Sparks for recognizing the need to 

respect those in this cemetery and 

returning Pinion Park to its proper 

purpose. 

 

Ronald M. James, Department of 

Cultural Affairs, for overseeing and 

supporting this historic cemetery 

 

Senator Bob Coffin, for his early 

support  

 

Senator Bernice Mathews and 

Assemblywoman Debbie Smith, for 

caring about preserving this historic 

cemetery and sponsoring SB 256, and 

all Legislators who voted for this bill 

 

Robbie Oxoby, Project Manager, 

Public Works, for coordinating with all 

parties and making this historic 

cemetery’s monument and fencing a 

reality.  Thank you to all other staff of 

Public Works. 

 

Luana Ritch, Chief, Bureau Health 

Planning & Statistics 

 

Alice Baldrica and Michael Fischer, 

Department of Cultural Affairs 

 

Eric Moody, Nevada Historical 

Society 

 

 



Edward K. Foster, Nevada 

Department of Agriculture, for 

working with our concerns on the 

cemetery  

 

Candace Wheeler and Alexis Dillon, 

for preparing a master plan and for 

their support and research efforts 

 

Arlan Melendez, Chairman, 

Reno/Sparks Indian Colony, for his 

advice on Native American burials and 

his support of this monument and 

historic cemetery 

 

Brian Worcester, Sons of Union 

Veterans  

 

Kim Henrick and Rosie Cevasco, 

Historic Reno Preservation Society 

 

Susan Searcy, Nevada State Library 

and Archives, for tirelessly searching 

for documents 

 

University of Nevada Reno Library, 

and School of Medicine, Washoe 

County Library, University of Nevada 

Las Vegas, DeLaMare Library, 

California State University, UC 

Berkeley, Bancroft Library 

 

Marc Picker, Esq., Friends’ Legal 

Counsel  

 

 

 

 

Walton’s Funeral Home, Tammy 

Dermody, Owner, whose team of 

professionals handled those who were 

reinterred. 

 

Matthew Budak, who was responsible 

for carefully exhuming remains to be 

reinterred 

 

Kim Hopkinson, Archaeologist 

 

Rob Graffio, Esq., Catholic Church 

 

Reno Diocese of the Catholic Church 

 

Tammy Krikorian, Reno Gazette 

Journal, Ed Pearce and Terry 

Russell, KOLO TV, Sparks Tribune, 

and all other news outlets for covering 

all sides of this issue 

 

Judi Fuller, Marilyn Newton, Bruce 

Borchert, Harry Ferris, Cheryl Obos, 

Prudence Muran, Jennifer Frotton, Al 

& Dee Schiavone, Martha Tews, Diane 

Smail, Tressa Remic, Hedy Weston, 

Don Hotchkiss, Melissa Robards, Paul 

Noell, Courtney Mooney, Ross Knobel 

 

Washoe County Coroner’s Office, 

Spark’s Police Department 

 

Commission for the Preservation of 

Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and 

Landmarks of the West 

 

 

 

 


