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Reno Evening Gazette, 1/11/1930

ILLNESS RECALLS FAMOUS STRIKE

Tonopah, Nev., Jan. 11 – (Special) Martin Dean, who once boasted that he was the mayor of the highest incorporated city in the United States, is now undergoing treatment in the Nevada state hospital.
Martin is eighty-two years of age and a prospector with sixty years' background, one whom the loneliness of life finally told in the breaking down of his mind. He was mayor of Altman situated on a hump of Pikes Peak during the prolonged Cripple Creek strike. The town was located at an altitude of 11,000 feet, and during the strike it served as the ?near? center of the miners who maintained a fortified post under command of June Johnson, a nephew of General Johnson, the famous rebel commander and a graduate of West Point. The town was thought to be impregnable as the only box canyon by which it could be approached was controlled by a piece of ordnance of the latest rifled pattern. Here the miners defied the operators who had put an army of 3000 well equipped troops I none field to invest Altman. When the town was captured in a mobilized assault, not a soul remained in the place up in the clouds as Johnson had evacuated and left an empty town to the operators whose chagrin may be imagined when they discovered that the famous artillery which kept them at bay for three months entailing an enormous outlay was nothing more than a Quaker cannon which Johnson had devised from a long and painted in foundations to give the impression of genuine ordnance. That wooden gun cost the mine operators and the state of Colorado over $150,000.
For the past twenty years Dean has held down a group of claims in the Typo district twenty-three miles from his nearest neighbor confident the day would arrive when he would cash in on his price of "a million." That day never arrived. A few generous friends contributed to the support of the old man until he fell a victim to the great lonely spaces, where he had been the sole tenant winter and summer.
 


